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Welcome to A-Level English Language at LPSF 

We’re looking forward to working with you and exploring the world of linguistics! In this pack you’ll 

find some activities to help you get a flavour of the course while also beginning to build up some of 

the skills you will need. 

The English Language course at LPSF is exciting and diverse. Amongst other areas, you will explore 

how English evolved and how children learn language; you will write your own original piece and 

investigate an area of language of your choice.  

The activities we have chosen for you are all from Leaping into Language: Moving from GCSE to 

A-level Language study.  

Have a go at the challenges we have chosen below, and then, if you’d like some more, you can find 

the whole pack here: https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/publications/ where you can download 

it for free. 

 

In this pack: 

 

1. Language Fingerprints - have a go at being a forensic linguist and solving a crime 

2. Key Events in Language history - learn about the history of the English Language 

3. Textercise - have a go at analysing a range of texts 

 

 

Finally, when you have completed a challenge, send your response to the following email address: 
YWragg@brigantiatrust.net 

or  

sschofield1@brigantiatrust.net 
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Challenge 1 from the EMC 

Language Fingerprints 
  
As you learn more about language use, you’ll start to see that everybody has their own unique 

language style. Lots of things influence this – where we’re from, how old we are, the type of work 

we do and our interests, our family backgrounds and our own individual personalities – but we all 

have what’s called an idiolect (an individual language style). It’s not quite the same as a 

fingerprint, but there are some similarities. And while detectives can use fingerprints to track down 

individuals, forensic linguists can also use this idea of individual language style to identify 

people, or aspects of a person’s background.  

 
This activity puts you in the role of a language detective trying to solve a crime. The police need your help 

to work out who might have sent an abusive social media message from an anonymous account to a local 

politician. They have three suspects in custody and your job is to offer a view on which one you think is 

most likely to have sent the message, based on possible language clues.  

 

1. Read Exhibit 1 (on the next page), the abusive message that the police are investigating. Is there 

anything that stands out in this message as being potentially interesting about how language is 

being used?  

 

2. Social media messages about the same issue which were used to identify three suspects. Read 

through these in turn, again making a note of anything that strikes you as interesting about how 

language is being used.  

 

3. Based on this small amount of data, have you got any suggestions about who might have sent the 

abusive message? Write a short police report explaining your thoughts. Try to pin your thinking 

down to specific bits of language evidence in the data.  
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This is a very simplified version of the kind of analysis forensic linguists sometimes do.  
 

If you want to find out more about the real work forensic linguists do in solving crimes, 
have a look at the full ‘Leaping into Language’ pack on the EMC website. Here, you will find 
a link to the Tim Grant lecture on page 3 of the accompanying ‘emagazine Resource Pack – 
Language’. You can see him discuss aspects of forensic linguistics here 
(https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/video-clips/clip-listing/leaping-into-language-emagcli
ps). 
  
 

Data Sets 
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Challenge 2 from the EMC 

Key Events in Language History 

One of the most interesting parts of any A Level English Language course is exploring how 

the language we use today came to be. Even now, the language is changing all the time and 

is used by people in the UK (and beyond) in many varied ways. From its earliest origins in 

the 5th Century CE, English has gone through many changes and reached many historic 

milestones. 

1. This activity asks you to create a timeline of key events in the history of English. You might not 

know some of the dates for these events – and that doesn’t matter at this stage – but you will still 

be able to start sequencing some of the main developments in the language. 

2. You can do this activity either by writing out the events in the order you think they happened or by 

printing the sheet and cutting out the tiles to place in a sequence. 

3. If you’re writing the dates, put them in a sequence on a sheet of paper, with the oldest ones on the 

left and the most recent on the right. 

4. If you’re printing and cutting them out, shuffle them around and try to place them in the order that 

you think they occurred, with the oldest events on the left and the most recent on the right. Add 

tiles to your timeline one by one, thinking about where to place each one, before settling on your 

final timeline. 

5. Once you have decided on the order of events, do some research and see if you were right. 

6. How accurate was your timeline? Do any of these dates surprise you? 

7. Why do you think some of these dates are so significant to the history of the language? Choose 

three key events from the timeline and try to write a sentence or two about their significance. 

 

If you want to find out more about some of the key events in the history of the English language, have a 

look at the link to the British Library timeline and the Open University History of English in 10 Minutes. 

 

British Library 

 

English Language and Literature Timeline 

(http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/evolvingenglish/accessvers/index.html) 

 

Open University The History of English in 10 Minutes 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3r9bOkYW9s) 
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Challenge 3 from the EMC 

Textercise  

One of the things you will quickly notice about the study of language at A Level is that you 
don’t just look at serious, weighty books. You might have studied quite a lot of literary 
fiction on your English courses so far and even when it hasn’t been literature, it has 
probably been what is broadly termed ‘literary non-fiction’. On an A Level English Language 
course, you will analyse all sorts of language. This activity gives you a taste of that and asks 
you to think a bit more about the language around you all the time. 
  
On the following pages you will find eight ‘texts’. These might not be the kind of texts 

you’ve analysed before, but they are all worth analysing because they have been created to 

communicate in some way.  

Have a quick look at each text and think about the following: 

1. What they are about  

2. What they might mean – the ideas, messages, opinions, personalities being expressed  

3. How they use different methods of communication: design, colour, vocabulary choices, structure, 

style, interaction.  

 

Choose three texts and use the questions below to make some quick notes about how they compare in 

their uses of language. Once you’ve done this, think about gathering your own set of texts from the 

world around you. Like these texts here, your texts could be written, spoken, online, serious, silly, 

informative, clever and/or important. Try to find at least five interesting texts and use the same 

questions to help you think about them.  

 

Questions to ask about your choice of texts: 

1. What is the language in each text designed to achieve? Do you notice any differences between the 

three you have chosen?  

2. How have visual elements been used in the texts? Any differences?  

3. If any of the three were originally spoken, do you notice anything distinctive about them?  

4. How easy or difficult is it to analyse some of these texts? Does it feel like you can analyse them in 

the same way as a piece of literature, for example?  
 

While analysing these types of text might be a new experience for you, the ways in which 
you explore and analyse them will build on things you’ve done before. Some of that will 
take you back to the work you might have done at Primary school with grammar (verbs, 
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nouns and phrases, for example) and some will build on the work you’ve just been doing for 
GCSE. 
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